
CP Chemistry           Wren High School  

Mrs. Kelley         850-5900 ext 255 

e-mail:  kelleyr@apps.anderson1.org 

Web page:  http://www.anderson1.k12.sc.us//Domain/1176 
 

Parents, please,  

 If you have access to e-mail, send me an email at the address above with your child’s name and 

course (Chem/Earth)  in the subject line.  This is the best method to keep open lines of 

communication, and I use it whenever possible.  

 Sign up in the main office for Parent Portal if you have not done so; students should also sign up for 

the portal.  This is the best way to check grades. 

 I will be using an app called Showbie on the iPad.  You may join Showbie and be able to see your 

child’s assignments and work.  This is a fairly new part of the app, so I will be sending home 

information on doing this, and will post it on my web page once school starts. 

 Course Syllabi and other information are available on my web page, as listed above. 
 

Classroom Procedures 

 
Daily Work/ Homework:  Students are required to maintain a 3-ring notebook in which assignments, 
homework, handouts, and class notes will be kept.  We will be using iPads as noted below, but a notebook 
with paper is still required.  Notes outlines and assignments are posted on my website (address above) and on 
Showbie to help budget time. Printing notes outlines (at home) gives an excellent study and organization tool, and 
they may be opened in Notability.  We will be using the Cornell notes method, with the end result being an 
efficient study guide for the unit.  
 
Textbooks:  Each student will be issued a textbook, and is required to bring it to class every day. 
  
Tests & Quizzes:  Tests are announced at least 3 days in advance.  Quizzes may be announced or unannounced.   

 Students who do not master a major test with a score of 60 or better will be given one opportunity to take 
another test on the unit.  Those students should make a tutoring appointment before or after school as 
agreed upon by the teacher and student, and teacher. 

 The student must make an appointment to be retested within 2 weeks of the original graded test being 
returned.  A student who retests cannot make higher than the minimum mastery score of 60. (Example: 
A student makes a 55 on a test; participates in tutoring, retests, and makes an 89.  The grade in the 
grade book will be changed to 60.) 

 If the student still does not reach the minimum mastery score on the retest, the retest grade will be 
entered in the grade book.  There is one opportunity to retest on any given test. 

 All tutoring and retests must be completed within the same grading quarter as the original assignment. 
 
Projects:  There will be projects assigned, averaging one major project each nine weeks.  Grading standards, 
requirements, and due date will be explained when the project is assigned, and will also be put on my website 
and Showbie.   
 
Missed or Late Work:  All work must be completed by the beginning of class on the assigned due date.  Late 
lab reports will be penalized ten (10) points for every calendar day they are late.  After three (3) calendar days, a 
grade of zero is assigned, and the report will not be accepted.  If a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to 
see me promptly for missed assignments and to make up missed labs, tests, or quizzes.  If the student is 
present the class before a scheduled test and absent on the day of that scheduled test, he/she should be 
prepared to take the test on the day he/she returns to class.  Otherwise, assignments, including missed labs, 
MUST be made up within five (5) calendar days of return from an absence, or a grade of 0 will be assigned.   
 
Materials:  Each student will need the following materials every day: 

1. pencil and pen (standard blue or black ink ONLY –no other colors) 
2. notebook with loose leaf paper and textbook 
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3. calculator with scientific notation – (I have calculators available for use in class, but it is very 
important that students use the same calculators all the time.  Having their own is beneficial.) 

4. iPad, charged and ready to use 
5. chemical splash goggles – may be purchased for around $3 at Lowe’s, Home Depot, and other places.  

Again, I have goggles available, but recommend that each student have their own to reduce risk of 
contamination. 
 

 
Classroom Expectations:  The student will: 
 

 obey all directions the FIRST time given. 

 bring all required materials to class and use only materials related to this class during this class. 

 raise hand and WAIT to be recognized before speaking. 

 obey all rules and regulations of Wren High School, as specified in the student handbook. 

   No food, gum, candy, or drinks are allowed in the classroom.  This is a chemistry lab, and safety 

is most important.  *** 
 
Failure to meet Expectations: 
Infractions will result in consequences that include verbal warning, after-school detention, calls to parents, and 
referral to an assistant principal.  For a severe disruption or safety violation, the student will be sent immediately 
to the assistant principal. 

 
Classroom Routines:  
Usually, homework will not be turned in.  It will be checked on random days as I move around the room or a 
homework quiz will be given. LATE HOMEWORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.   When an assignment (such as 
lab reports, article summaries, or projects) is to be turned in, it is to be placed in the labeled box.  Papers will be 
collected from there.  This is the ONLY place to hand in papers.  Assignments that are turned in through Showbie 
will have a deadline, and Showbie will date them as they are turned in. 
 
Extra Help and Conferences:  If a student needs extra help with a portion of the class, please let me know.  I will 
be glad to help students at a time that is suitable for both of us, usually on Monday or Thursday after school.  
Please advise me of any needs in advance.  Do not wait until the day before a quiz or test to ask for help.  To 
schedule a conference, please email me, or phone the school and leave a message.  A computer lab will be open 
after school for students who have limited or no internet access at home.  Assignments may be downloaded on 
iPads to be taken home. 
 
Evaluation:  Grades will be determined by performance on tests, quizzes, daily work, labs, and projects.  Per 
District 1 Grading Policy, there are 2 grade classifications:  Major and Minor.  Grades are calculated by the district 
guideline, using 60% Major assignments and 40% Minor Assignments.  Major assignments in this class will 
include unit tests, labs, and projects; labs will count as ½ a test, projects usually as 2 tests.  Students who fail a 
major test will have the opportunity to remediate and retest once, within a two week time frame for a maximum 
grade of 60.  It is the student’s responsibility to make an appointment with Mrs. Kelley for tutoring and retesting. 
Minor assignments will include all other assignments, such as homework, quizzes, and classwork.   
 
 Questions about a grade on any specific assignment must be addressed the day the paper is returned.  
Student tests will be on file in my room, available for review.   All students and parents should sign up, in the front 
office, for Parent/Student Portal so that you may check grades at your convenience.  Please understand that it 
does take time to grade and enter assignments.  As soon as possible, grades will be entered.  If it is not in the 
portal, grading is not completed. 
 
Labs:  Students will do laboratory activities in this class.  Each student is responsible for picking up the required 
materials from the lab cart or area where they are prepared, returning all materials to the same place from which 
they are picked up, and being sure that all lab areas are cleaned.  Leave things in better shape than you found 
them!  No one leaves until the room is declared acceptable by the teacher.  A lab report will be required of 
each student for every lab.  Lab reports are due the next class day after the lab is completed.  Students will also 
receive a grade for cooperation, participation, and skills demonstrated in the lab.  All students are required to 
cooperate with their classmates and the instructor in compliance with the School District Chemical Hygiene Plan 



which is regulated by OSHA, and the attached Safety Contract.  The school provides glasses for student use in 
the lab when needed; however, I recommend that your child purchase a pair of chemical safety goggles to be 
used exclusively by that student at Lowe’s or Home Depot for approximately $3.  Parents, please go over the 
safety contract and parent letter with your child.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Kelley. 
 
iPad usage:  As you know, we will be using iPads at Wren High School this year.  I anticipate students taking 
notes and keeping notebooks on their iPads, and using them for projects.  Even though this is our third year with 
iPads, please remember that this is a learning experience for all of us.  All Anderson District One and Wren High 
School rules related to the iPads will be enforced in my classroom; you may find that information at 
http://www.anderson1.k12.sc.us/cms/lib04/SC01000609/Centricity/Domain/1/A1%20Digital%20Innovation.pdf.  
 
 To reinforce and emphasize some of those rules, I will restate them here. 
 iPads should be brought to class every day, charged the previous night and ready to use. 
 It is not acceptable in my class to take pictures unless told specifically to do so.  This includes pictures of 
other students, Mrs. Kelley, or “selfies.” 
 On lab days the iPads may be stored in backpacks or in designated area of the classroom so that 
chemicals and water cannot cause them damage.  In many labs, we will use the iPads. 
 If internet access is limited at home, a computer lab will be open after school for one hour on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays for student use. 

If an assignment is made in Showbie, the completed assignment should be turned in to Showbie, where it 
will be graded. 
 
***Parents, please send a box of tissues or 2 rolls of paper towels during the first week of school.  These will be 
used in the room as needed.  If you have other items such as (pen-size) dry erase markers or school supplies you 
would be willing to donate, we would be most appreciative.  Wish list:  If you have access to scrap metal, I would 
like to find enough thin galvanized iron to use for a lab in December.  We will need about 100 pieces approx. 3  
inches square for all students to do the lab.  Also, we can always use small scrap pieces of copper.  If you have 
questions about this, please let me know.***  
 
Thank you for your continued support of our science department and Wren High School.  I look forward to a great 
year. 
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